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DURHAM, NH – As the fight in Washington over the Affordable Care Act continues, the law remains unpopular in the 
Granite State. New Hampshire residents don’t think the law will do much to affect them.  
 
These findings are based on the latest WMUR Granite State Poll,

 conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey 
Center.  Six hundred and sixty-three (663) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and 
cellular telephone between October 7 and October 16, 2013.  The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 3.8 percent. 
 
 
Health Care Reform 
 
The Affordable Care Act, also known as “Obamacare” was at the center of the fight between Republicans and Democrats 
over the debt limit and the partial shutdown of the federal government.  Overall, there is modest opposition to the law in 
New Hampshire.  In the most recent Granite State Poll, only 40% of New Hampshire adults favor the legislation, 47% 
oppose it, and 14% are neutral or don’t know enough about it to say.  Attitudes on the Affordable Care Act have been stable 






                                                          

 We ask that this copyrighted information be referred to as the Granite State Poll, sponsored by WMUR-TV, and conducted by the University of New 
Hampshire Survey Center. 
Favor / Oppose Health Care Reform Legislation 
26% 
40% 39% 38% 38% 





























The Affordable Care Act remains popular among Democrats (70% favor), but remains very unpopular among Independents 





Knowledge Of Affordable Care Act 
 
Over half of New Hampshire residents (57%) say that they have enough information about the health reform law to 
understand how it will impact them or their family, while 40% say they do not have enough information and 3% were 
unsure. 
 
There were no differences across demographic groups and these results are consistent with a University of Connecticut 






















Yes No Don't Know
Have Enough Information About Health Reform Law to Understand Impact?  
UCONN (National) Aug. '13 UNH (New Hampshire) Oct. '13
Favor Health Care Reform Legislation by Party Identification (% Favor) 
26% 
40% 39% 38% 38% 
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All Adults GOP Independent DEM
Effect of the Health Care Law 
 
Nearly half (49%) of Granite Staters think that the Affordable Care Act will not make much of a difference on their families, 
only 11% think they will be better off, 32% think they will be worse off, and 8% were unsure.  There is a significant 
partisan divide on this issue as 58% of Republicans think they will be worse off compared to just 9% of Democrats.  
Compared with a national survey in August, more New Hampshire families believe the law will not have much of an impact 





The great majority of Granite Staters say they do not plan to participate in the state’s health insurance marketplace -- 78% 
say they don’t plan to participate, 15% say they do plan to participate, and 7% are unsure.  Younger people and people with 























Better Off Worse Off Not Much Difference Don't Know
Is Your Family Better/Worse Off Under ACA? 


















Yes No Don't Know
Plan To Participate In Your State's Insurance Marketplace? 
UCONN (National) Aug 2013 UNH (New Hampshire) Oct. '13
Health Care Law and Congress 
 
New Hampshire residents are divided about  what they think Congress should do with the health care law – 24% want 
Congress to repeal the law entirely, 19% want them to repeal only parts of the law, 18% want them to leave the law as is, 
11% want them to expand the law and 27% are unsure. Unsurprisingly, there is a significant partisan divide on this issue as 




Regardless of whether they support or oppose the Affordable Care Act, over half of NH residents (55%) say it should be 
delayed a year in order to iron out any potential problems with implementation, 38% don’t think it should be delayed, and 
7% were unsure. This question also has a partisan divide – 65% of Democrats do not think the law should be delayed while 































Repeal Entirely Repeal Only Parts Leave As Is Expand Don't Know
What Would You Like Congress To Do With Health Care Law? 
























Yes No Don't Know
Putting Your Feelings On The Law Aside Should ACA Be Delayed For A Year? 
All NH Adults Democrat Independent Republican
Granite State Poll Methodology 
 
These findings are based on the latest WMUR Granite State Poll, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey 
Center.  Six hundred and sixty-three (663) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and 
cellular telephone between October 7 and October 16, 2013.  The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 3.8 percent. 
 
The data have been weighted to adjust for numbers of adults and telephone lines within households, respondent sex, age, 
and region of the state.  In addition to potential sampling error, all surveys have other potential sources of non-sampling 
error including question order effects, question wording effects, and non-response. 
 
 
Favor / Oppose Health Care Reform Legislation Passed in Congress 
 
“Let me ask you a question about healthcare.  The U.S. House and Senate passed legislation in March of 2010 that will 
overhaul the nation’s health care system.  Based on what you have seen or heard, do you favor or oppose the health care 
legislation that was passed in Congress, or don’t you have an opinion?” 
 
(ASKED IN FEB ’10) “Let me ask you a question about healthcare.  The U.S. House and Senate have just passed legislation 
that would overhaul the nation’s health care system.   Based on what you have seen or heard, do you favor or oppose the 
health care legislation that is going through Congress, or don’t you have an opinion?” 
 
 Favor Neutral/DK Oppose (N) 
Oct. ‘13 40% 14% 47% (659) 
July ‘13 35% 21% 44% (512) 
Apr. ‘13 34% 17% 49% (504) 
Feb. ‘13 41% 13% 46% (581) 
Oct. ‘12 43% 12% 45% (590) 
July ‘12 38% 13% 49% (518) 
Apr. ‘12 36% 18% 46% (534) 
Feb. ‘12 39% 15% 46% (524) 
Oct. ‘11 35% 13% 52% (554) 
July ‘11 33% 14% 53% (513) 
Apr. ‘11 35% 12% 52% (504) 
Feb. ‘11 38% 10% 52% (519) 
Sept. ‘10 38% 13% 49% (513) 
July ‘10 39% 15% 46% (502) 
Apr. ‘10 40% 10% 49% (512) 




Have Enough Information To Understand Health Care Law 
 
“Do you feel you have enough information about the health reform law to understand how it will impact you and your 
family, or not?” 
 
   Oct. ’13 
 Yes  57% 
 No  40% 
 Don’t Know 3% 
 (N=)  (662) 
 
  
Your Family Better/Worse Off Under Health Care Law 
 
 
“Do you think you and your family will be better off or worse off under the new health care law, or will it not make much of 
a difference?” 
 
   Oct. ’13 
 Better Off 11% 
 Worse Off 32% 
 No Difference 49% 
 Don’t Know 8% 
 (N=)  (662) 
 
 
What Should Congress Do With Health Care Law 
 
“Which one of the following comes closest to what you would like to see lawmakers do with the new health care law – 
would you like lawmakers to repeal the law entirely, repeal only parts of the law, leave the law as is, expand the law, or 
don’t you know enough to say?” ROTATE RESPONSES 
 
   Oct. ’13 
 Repeal Law Entirely 24% 
 Repeal Only Parts of the Law 19% 
 Leave The Law As Is 18% 
 Expand The Law 11% 
 Don’t Know 27% 
 (N=)  (659) 
 
 
Feelings On Health Care Law Aside, Should It Be Delayed One Year 
 
“Several provisions of the health care law have already been delayed. Setting aside how you feel about the law, do you think 
implementation of it should be delayed for a year until more details are ironed out, or not?” 
 
   Oct. ’13 
 Yes  55% 
 No  38% 
 Don’t Know 7% 




Plan To Participate in NH Insurance Marketplace 
 
“Do you plan to participate in the state’s health insurance marketplace to search for a health insurance plan?” 
 
   Oct. ’13 
 Yes  15% 
 No  78% 
 Don’t Know 7% 
 (N=)  (656) 
 
 
Favor / Oppose Health Care Legislation Passed in Congress 
 
 Favor Neutral/DK Oppose (N=) 
STATEWIDE 40% 14% 47% 659  
 
Registered Democrat 77% 10% 13% 144  
Registered Undeclared 39% 15% 46% 288  
Registered Republican 9% 6% 85% 143  
 
Democrat 70% 16% 14% 277  
Independent 26% 20% 54% 147  
Republican 11% 7% 83% 213  
 
Liberal 75% 14% 11% 152  
Moderate 41% 15% 44% 259  
Conservative 12% 8% 80% 184  
 
Support Tea Party 5% 7% 88% 122  
Neutral 18% 19% 63% 204  
Oppose Tea Party 68% 11% 20% 297  
 
Gun Owner in HH 34% 10% 56% 267  
No Gun Owner in HH 44% 17% 38% 360  
 
Romney/Ryan Voter 6% 7% 87% 225  
Obama/Biden Voter 69% 16% 15% 313  
Other 19% 4% 77% 33  
Did Not Vote in 2012 23% 29% 48% 68  
 
Union household 49% 12% 40% 78  
Non-union 38% 14% 48% 567  
 
Read Union Leader 27% 14% 58% 157  
Read Boston Globe 64% 9% 28% 91  
Watch WMUR 35% 16% 48% 375  
Listen to NHPR 63% 10% 27% 205  
 
10 yrs or less in NH 51% 15% 35% 80  
11 to 20 years 38% 17% 45% 138  
More than 20 years 37% 13% 50% 427  
 
18 to 34 36% 22% 42% 165  
35 to 49 38% 12% 51% 183  
50 to 64 36% 11% 53% 172  
65 and over 47% 11% 42% 115  
 
Male 38% 12% 50% 326  
Female 41% 15% 44% 333  
 
High school or less 29% 24% 47% 119  
Some college 25% 17% 58% 145  
College graduate 43% 13% 44% 252  
Post-graduate 56% 4% 40% 131  
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 29% 11% 60% 123  
1-2 times a month 29% 22% 49% 61  
Less often 33% 15% 52% 181  
Never 49% 13% 38% 256  
 
North Country 53% 10% 37% 55  
Central / Lakes 35% 10% 56% 107  
Connecticut Valley 45% 13% 42% 92  
Mass Border 34% 19% 48% 181  
Seacoast 43% 14% 43% 117  
Manchester Area 39% 11% 50% 109  
 
First Cong. Dist 41% 13% 46% 323  
Second Cong. Dist 39% 15% 47% 330  
  
Have Enough Information About the Health Care Law? 
 
 Yes No DK (N=) 
STATEWIDE 57% 40% 3% 662  
 
Registered Democrat 59% 35% 5% 147  
Registered Undeclared 54% 44% 2% 287  
Registered Republican 63% 35% 2% 143  
 
Democrat 58% 38% 3% 278  
Independent 52% 46% 2% 147  
Republican 60% 38% 2% 214  
 
Liberal 63% 31% 6% 152  
Moderate 55% 44% 1% 261  
Conservative 63% 36% 1% 184  
 
Support Tea Party 65% 32% 3% 122  
Neutral 51% 46% 2% 204  
Oppose Tea Party 60% 37% 3% 297  
 
Gun Owner in HH 58% 39% 3% 268  
No Gun Owner in HH 55% 42% 3% 361  
 
Romney/Ryan Voter 58% 40% 2% 225  
Obama/Biden Voter 58% 38% 4% 314  
Other 74% 26% 0% 33  
Did Not Vote in 2012 47% 52% 1% 68  
 
Union household 61% 37% 2% 78  
Non-union 57% 40% 3% 570  
 
Read Union Leader 63% 36% 2% 157  
Read Boston Globe 64% 35% 1% 92  
Watch WMUR 57% 41% 2% 376  
Listen to NHPR 66% 32% 1% 205  
 
10 yrs or less in NH 60% 40% 0% 82  
11 to 20 years 52% 47% 2% 138  
More than 20 years 59% 38% 3% 426  
 
18 to 34 54% 41% 5% 165  
35 to 49 56% 44% 0% 184  
50 to 64 62% 35% 2% 172  
65 and over 57% 39% 4% 117  
 
Male 58% 40% 2% 327  
Female 56% 40% 3% 335  
 
High school or less 57% 40% 3% 120  
Some college 46% 52% 3% 147  
College graduate 60% 36% 3% 252  
Post-graduate 66% 33% 1% 131  
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 58% 39% 2% 123  
1-2 times a month 54% 46% 0% 61  
Less often 55% 44% 2% 181  
Never 60% 36% 4% 258  
 
North Country 51% 45% 4% 55  
Central / Lakes 63% 36% 1% 107  
Connecticut Valley 54% 41% 4% 92  
Mass Border 54% 44% 2% 182  
Seacoast 58% 39% 3% 118  
Manchester Area 63% 34% 3% 108  
 
First Cong. Dist 60% 38% 3% 324  
Second Cong. Dist 55% 43% 2% 331  
 
Will Your Family Be Better Or Worse Off Under the Health Care Law? 
 
 Better Off Worse Off No Difference DK (N=) 
STATEWIDE 11% 32% 49% 8% 662  
 
Registered Democrat 25% 6% 63% 6% 147  
Registered Undeclared 10% 32% 52% 6% 287  
Registered Republican 3% 58% 30% 9% 143  
 
Democrat 20% 9% 65% 7% 278  
Independent 8% 38% 45% 9% 147  
Republican 2% 58% 33% 8% 214  
 
Liberal 24% 6% 62% 7% 152  
Moderate 10% 29% 53% 8% 261  
Conservative 4% 57% 35% 4% 184  
 
Support Tea Party 3% 69% 24% 4% 122  
Neutral 3% 44% 43% 11% 204  
Oppose Tea Party 21% 10% 63% 6% 297  
 
Gun Owner in HH 10% 41% 44% 5% 268  
No Gun Owner in HH 12% 24% 54% 10% 361  
 
Romney/Ryan Voter 2% 61% 32% 6% 225  
Obama/Biden Voter 20% 11% 62% 7% 315  
Other 3% 53% 40% 4% 33  
Did Not Vote in 2012 3% 35% 48% 14% 68  
 
Union household 11% 24% 56% 8% 78  
Non-union 11% 34% 48% 7% 570  
 
Read Union Leader 9% 40% 43% 8% 157  
Read Boston Globe 18% 14% 65% 4% 93  
Watch WMUR 9% 34% 48% 9% 376  
Listen to NHPR 21% 19% 56% 4% 206  
 
10 yrs or less in NH 8% 22% 65% 5% 82  
11 to 20 years 7% 33% 50% 9% 138  
More than 20 years 13% 35% 45% 7% 426  
 
18 to 34 11% 28% 52% 9% 165  
35 to 49 7% 38% 49% 5% 184  
50 to 64 11% 37% 43% 8% 172  
65 and over 16% 25% 50% 8% 117  
 
Male 12% 33% 49% 6% 326  
Female 11% 32% 49% 9% 335  
 
High school or less 11% 37% 35% 16% 120  
Some college 7% 36% 50% 7% 147  
College graduate 10% 31% 52% 7% 252  
Post-graduate 17% 28% 53% 2% 131  
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 5% 41% 43% 10% 123  
1-2 times a month 6% 37% 50% 7% 62  
Less often 10% 37% 46% 7% 181  
Never 15% 27% 53% 6% 257  
 
North Country 15% 18% 61% 6% 55  
Central / Lakes 7% 40% 44% 8% 107  
Connecticut Valley 7% 33% 52% 9% 92  
Mass Border 13% 32% 50% 5% 182  
Seacoast 16% 33% 45% 5% 117  
Manchester Area 9% 32% 45% 13% 109  
 
First Cong. Dist 14% 33% 46% 7% 324  
Second Cong. Dist 9% 32% 51% 8% 331  
 
What Comes Closest To What You Think Congress Should Do About the Health Care Law? 
 
 Repeal Law Repeal Only Leave The Expand 
 Entirely Parts Of The Law Law As Is The Law DK (N=) 
STATEWIDE 24% 19% 18% 11% 27% 659  
 
Registered Democrat 4% 13% 35% 27% 21% 146  
Registered Undeclared 21% 20% 19% 8% 33% 287  
Registered Republican 50% 22% 3% 3% 22% 142  
 
Democrat 3% 15% 32% 24% 26% 278  
Independent 25% 20% 15% 3% 37% 147  
Republican 48% 26% 3% 2% 21% 212  
 
Liberal 3% 13% 32% 30% 22% 152  
Moderate 17% 24% 21% 9% 29% 261  
Conservative 50% 22% 7% 2% 20% 182  
 
Support Tea Party 60% 22% 3% 0% 15% 122  
Neutral 27% 25% 8% 1% 39% 203  
Oppose Tea Party 8% 16% 32% 23% 21% 296  
 
Gun Owner in HH 31% 24% 13% 7% 25% 266  
No Gun Owner in HH 16% 17% 22% 15% 30% 361  
 
Romney/Ryan Voter 52% 27% 2% 1% 20% 224  
Obama/Biden Voter 4% 13% 33% 22% 28% 314  
Other 45% 20% 13% 4% 18% 33  
Did Not Vote in 2012 14% 28% 8% 0% 50% 68  
 
Union household 18% 19% 17% 19% 27% 78  
Non-union 24% 20% 19% 10% 27% 568  
 
Read Union Leader 30% 25% 15% 8% 22% 157  
Read Boston Globe 8% 19% 32% 21% 20% 91  
Watch WMUR 25% 22% 18% 11% 25% 374  
Listen to NHPR 10% 16% 34% 25% 15% 205  
 
10 yrs or less in NH 20% 15% 16% 20% 29% 82  
11 to 20 years 22% 17% 21% 9% 31% 137  
More than 20 years 25% 21% 17% 10% 26% 426  
 
18 to 34 14% 20% 14% 8% 44% 165  
35 to 49 29% 19% 19% 10% 23% 184  
50 to 64 29% 21% 17% 12% 21% 171  
65 and over 22% 19% 21% 18% 20% 115  
 
Male 25% 16% 19% 12% 28% 325  
Female 22% 23% 18% 10% 27% 335  
 
High school or less 24% 23% 14% 4% 35% 120  
Some college 26% 22% 10% 5% 36% 146  
College graduate 25% 20% 21% 11% 23% 252  
Post-graduate 18% 14% 26% 24% 18% 130  
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 31% 22% 15% 6% 25% 122  
1-2 times a month 25% 22% 21% 12% 20% 61  
Less often 26% 20% 14% 8% 31% 180  
Never 18% 17% 20% 16% 28% 257  
 
North Country 19% 17% 13% 19% 32% 55  
Central / Lakes 24% 26% 18% 13% 19% 106  
Connecticut Valley 27% 15% 24% 14% 20% 92  
Mass Border 23% 19% 20% 6% 32% 182  
Seacoast 24% 17% 14% 14% 30% 117  
Manchester Area 23% 21% 18% 9% 29% 109  
 
First Cong. Dist 23% 21% 16% 12% 28% 323  
Second Cong. Dist 24% 18% 20% 11% 27% 330  
 
Putting Your Opinions On The Law Aside, Do You Think The Health Care Law Should  
Be Delayed For A Year To Iron Out Potential Issues? 
 
 Yes No DK (N=) 
STATEWIDE 55% 38% 7% 658  
 
Registered Democrat 22% 70% 8% 147  
Registered Undeclared 58% 35% 7% 285  
Registered Republican 80% 18% 2% 142  
 
Democrat 26% 65% 8% 279  
Independent 69% 21% 10% 145  
Republican 82% 16% 2% 212  
 
Liberal 23% 69% 8% 152  
Moderate 55% 40% 5% 261  
Conservative 81% 18% 1% 181  
 
Support Tea Party 89% 9% 3% 120  
Neutral 75% 16% 9% 203  
Oppose Tea Party 26% 68% 6% 297  
 
Gun Owner in HH 62% 33% 5% 266  
No Gun Owner in HH 49% 43% 8% 359  
 
Romney/Ryan Voter 82% 14% 5% 222  
Obama/Biden Voter 30% 63% 8% 314  
Other 76% 24% 0% 33  
Did Not Vote in 2012 78% 13% 9% 68  
 
Union household 44% 51% 4% 77  
Non-union 56% 36% 7% 566  
 
Read Union Leader 64% 32% 5% 157  
Read Boston Globe 35% 58% 7% 91  
Watch WMUR 58% 36% 5% 375  
Listen to NHPR 32% 64% 5% 205  
 
10 yrs or less in NH 47% 46% 7% 82  
11 to 20 years 54% 40% 6% 135  
More than 20 years 57% 36% 7% 425  
 
18 to 34 52% 34% 13% 165  
35 to 49 61% 35% 4% 184  
50 to 64 57% 39% 4% 171  
65 and over 50% 45% 4% 114  
 
Male 55% 39% 6% 325  
Female 55% 38% 7% 333  
 
High school or less 75% 18% 7% 119  
Some college 70% 26% 4% 147  
College graduate 46% 45% 9% 250  
Post-graduate 39% 56% 4% 130  
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 64% 29% 7% 122  
1-2 times a month 58% 37% 5% 62  
Less often 60% 32% 8% 179  
Never 48% 46% 6% 257  
 
North Country 43% 46% 10% 55  
Central / Lakes 61% 33% 6% 106  
Connecticut Valley 58% 40% 2% 92  
Mass Border 61% 30% 9% 181  
Seacoast 48% 47% 5% 116  
Manchester Area 49% 43% 8% 108  
 
First Cong. Dist 52% 41% 7% 321  
Second Cong. Dist 57% 36% 6% 330  
Do you Plan To Participate In The State’s Insurance Marketplace? 
 
 Yes No DK (N=) 
STATEWIDE 15% 78% 7% 656  
 
Registered Democrat 17% 79% 4% 144  
Registered Undeclared 16% 77% 7% 287  
Registered Republican 12% 82% 6% 142  
 
Democrat 16% 75% 9% 278  
Independent 16% 79% 5% 146  
Republican 14% 83% 4% 210  
 
Liberal 18% 74% 8% 152  
Moderate 14% 78% 7% 260  
Conservative 10% 86% 4% 179  
 
Support Tea Party 10% 85% 5% 118  
Neutral 18% 75% 7% 204  
Oppose Tea Party 14% 78% 7% 296  
 
Gun Owner in HH 17% 76% 8% 262  
No Gun Owner in HH 14% 80% 6% 362  
 
Romney/Ryan Voter 10% 87% 4% 221  
Obama/Biden Voter 18% 75% 8% 313  
Other 16% 84% 0% 33  
Did Not Vote in 2012 21% 68% 11% 68  
 
Union household 15% 83% 2% 78  
Non-union 15% 78% 7% 564  
 
Read Union Leader 18% 75% 7% 155  
Read Boston Globe 8% 84% 8% 93  
Watch WMUR 15% 78% 7% 372  
Listen to NHPR 18% 76% 6% 205  
 
10 yrs or less in NH 6% 86% 9% 82  
11 to 20 years 15% 79% 6% 137  
More than 20 years 17% 77% 6% 422  
 
18 to 34 23% 68% 8% 162  
35 to 49 13% 82% 5% 183  
50 to 64 16% 80% 5% 170  
65 and over 6% 86% 9% 117  
 
Male 16% 78% 5% 324  
Female 14% 77% 8% 332  
 
High school or less 25% 62% 12% 120  
Some college 13% 79% 8% 143  
College graduate 14% 81% 4% 251  
Post-graduate 9% 87% 4% 131  
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 14% 81% 5% 122  
1-2 times a month 19% 77% 4% 62  
Less often 11% 81% 7% 181  
Never 17% 76% 6% 253  
 
North Country 12% 77% 11% 55  
Central / Lakes 11% 79% 10% 106  
Connecticut Valley 21% 72% 7% 90  
Mass Border 15% 78% 7% 180  
Seacoast 15% 80% 5% 116  
Manchester Area 17% 80% 3% 109  
 
First Cong. Dist 14% 79% 6% 323  
Second Cong. Dist 16% 76% 8% 328  
 
 
